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tddress: 66 Power. Street, Providence, Providence County,

Rhode Island.
Presentl, Cwner: Brown University.
Present Qccupent: Mirs. Robert H. Ives Goddard.
Pregent Use: Residence.
Brief Staiement Built in 1803-1805, this is one of the largest and

of Significsnce: most elegant housos of the period in Providence,
: and the howe of z prominent Providence Tamily.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION
A. Physical History

1. Original and subsecuent owners: Original owner, Thomas
Poynton Ives, died 1835; to his widow Hope Ives Uambil her death in
1855; to her son Moses B. Ives until his death in 1857; to his widow
Amne Allen Dorr Ives until her death in 1884; to her daughter Mrs.
Hope Brown Ives Russell until her death in 1909; to her cousins Robert
H., I. Goddard and William Ames; to Robert H. Ives Godderd, Jr., in 1910.
Upon his death, the house was willed to Brown University with a life
tenancy for his wife, the present occupant.

2. Datc of erection: 1803-1805.

3. Architect, builder: According to an unverified tradi-
tion, Thomas P, Ives sent to England for plans for the house. ic-
cording to the family papers preserved in the John Carter Brown Library,
Brown University, Providence, Caleb Ormsbee, a local architect and
builder was in charge of the work. At this time, John Holden Greene,
who became Providence's leading architect in the next two decades was
anprent¢ced to Ormsbee.

4. . Notes on alterations and additions: About 1848 and
following-~gas lighting, central heating, bulli-in kitchen range, and
. plumbing edded. Before 1884 the upper story of the east bay was

- added; lower story orlglnal In the 1870!'s~-dining room and library
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elaborately redecoratedby iarcott of New York. 1884--vestibule
service wing and terraces added, Stone and Carpenter, architectg;-
photostat of drawing dated April 21, 1884 preserved in the house
drawn by Edmund R. Willson who later became a partner of Stone and
Carpenter. 3Since 1910--an overmantel has been added to the fireplace
in the parlor (southeast Room), and French doors have been added in
the library leading to the garden; Jackson, Robertson and Adams,
architects. 19%4--resioration of the dining room; John Hutchins
Cady, érchitect. Since 1954--marble mantelpiece from Philadelphia
added to the dining room.

. Important old views: There is an extra-illustrated,
typed copy of Mr, Cady's article in the house together with ten
8" x 10" photographs including views of the dining room before the
1954 restoration.

6, Sources of information: John'Hutehins Cady, "The Thomas
Poynton Ives House," published in Rhode Island History, Vol. 14, No. 1
of January, 1955.

John Hutching Cady, the Civic and Architectural Development of
Providence 1636-1950 (Providence, Rhode Islend: The Book Shop,
1957), pp. 77-78.

Mtoinette Forrester Downing, Early Homes of Rhode 1lsland (Richmond,
Virginia: Garrett and Massie, 1937), pp. 327,333, 350-355, 380, 382,
383.

Henry Russell Hitchecock, Jr., Rhode Isiand Architecture (Providence:
Rhode Island Museum Press, 1939), p. 32, pl. 25.

B. Supplemental Materisl: The following 1s extracted from
Cady, "The Thomas Poynton Ives House,” published in Rhode Island
History following Mr. Cady's restoration of the dining room:

Thomas Poynton Ives was born in Beverly, Massachusetts, in 769,
He entered the house of Brown and Benson in Providence a&s a clerk, _
in 1782, and ten years later married Nicholes Brown's daughter, Hope.
He then became a partner in the firm, which later took the name of
Brown and Ives.

Mr. Ives acquired a two-acre tract on Power Street to the east of the
estate on which John Brown, brother of Nicholas, had ereeted a mansion
in 1786. Both estaotes were & part of the original home lot of William
Wickenden to whom it was allotted in 1640. According to tradition '
Thomas Ives sent to England for plans of a house, which came designated -
as "a Georgian manor house with paved court yard, stable and coach
house."” The street number ot first was 37 Power and was changed to

66 -when the highway was re-numbered in 1870. The estate iz now
bounded by Brown Street on the west and Charles Field Street on:the
north, these highways having been laid out after the house was erected.
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The house stands on the southwest portion of the lot. North of it
is a courtyard flaenkéd on the north and east by a two-story I-shaped
outbuilding, doubtless erected when the house was built and sub-
stantially wmchanged since that time. The north wing was originally
used for a stable, harness room end coach house, and the east wing
for a laundry and servants! quarters. The brick fireplace and adja-
cent brick boiler in the laundry and the wide floor boards and small
paned windows in the second story are so typically New England that
& local plammer would seem to have had a hand in the design. Farther
north, on the Charles Field Street worder, is the original cow barn.
The eapterly part of the 1ot is a landscaped area. A granite wall,
topped by an iron fence, is built slong the sidewalk on the westerly
half of the lot on Power Sireet and along Brown Street, and a high
brick wall curves from the southeast corner of the house to Power
Street. The remainder of the egstate is enclosed by a wall & brick
and stone,

The house, as originally erected, was a square block, 55 feet wide and
57 feet deep, three stories high, with a flat hipped roof. The walls
were built of imported brick, laid in Flemish bond (except American
running bond on the rear) and rising from a marble underpinning. Three
of the chimneys are in the outside walls, two on the west and one on
the east; the fourth chimney, which has back-to-back fireplaces in

the 1library and smoking room, as well as in the rooms zbove, is set
~back a few feet from the wall. The wind& ozs, symmetrically spaced,
have marble caps and s8ills, the splayed caps having double keys except
in the third story and on the rear where they are plain, The f{ront
entrance has side lights and an elliptical top light over which, in
the second story, is a window of the Palladian type. The main cornice
is decorated with modillions and is crowned by an eaves balustrade.
The plain rectangular form of the house is relieved by a round bay

on the east and a semi-circulor entrance porsh of the south, the
latter in the Corinthian order surmounted by a classic balustrade.

The side bay, now rising full height and crowned by an extension of
the main cornice and Walustrade, originally was only one story in
height.

The plan is large and imposing in scale with a wide central hall ex-
tending through the house and divided into front and rear sections

by a partition with a doorway behind the stairs. The stairway, start-
ing with a straight run, spirals at the rear to the second story, and
the spiral from the second to thethird story is free-standing. All
of the rooms have fireplaces. The wood finish throughout the house
is simple and delicately moulded, reflecting a departure from the
barogue trend :6f the late elghteenth cenbury The principal rooms
have elaborate plaster cornlces

'.'A51de from: the expenses ‘for rum, the earllest surv1v1ng document with o

- respect 10 the house is a proposal made by James B. Walcott dated
. February 13, 1804 to furnish certain building, meterials. This proposal

included 24 window caps with double:keys and 26 w1ndow caps without
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Keys. 411 of these are novw asccountved for except five unieyed windows cllmlnated
when the north wing wes built. Welcotti's pTOﬁOS’ aleo ilncluded marble wder-
pinning as folliows: 350 running feelt of stone 16 inches wide and 160 4o 180

feet of stone eight inches wide, all intendéd for three sides of the house.

The present underpinnings do not entirely sccord with thig schedule. They are
composed of Lwo courges of marble, the lower Hen inches high above grade and
the upper 16 inches high, with swall window openings on the south and west,

o botel length of 136 feet exclusive of the front curved porch and the cast
curved bay.

i
3

J H:u

Thomas P. Ives wrote his agent, fmos 1. Jenckes, in Ttely Hovember 26, 1804,
asking him o purchase in Leghorn four marble chimney pileces and about 600
feet in lengith of marble slabs four inches thick and 14 inches wide. OF the-
chimney pleces one vas bto be Yhendsome and neatly ornamentsal for a drawing
room’ one “sonmevhet ornamentel,’ end the others “plainly wrought.” Shipments
of the four chlmney picces and slabs were made from Leghorn in iay, 1805..

One of these, described in the invoice as of Ygtatuasry marble, made according
to ‘the models, 36 inches high and 42 inchies in breadih” referring to size of
fireplace opening is evidently the one ncow in the parlor. Hr. Jenckes wrote
Mr. Ives from New York July 22, 1805, that he had, a% his own initiative,
shipped {rom Leghorn 22 plain chimney pieces and Vaflouo other items noted,
for Mr. Ives' use or for sale in New York, of which Mr., Iveg selected four
chimney pieces, four alabaster lamps and one slabaster oval lamp cerd. The
disposition of the marble slabs is unknown. Evidenlly they were not used

on the main block as the walls had been erected prior to their arrivel. . . ..
in 1954, the dining room was restored to an approximation of its original :
status.

In this latter project, executed by Frank N. Gustafson and Sons, builddsg
contractors, the removal of the mshogany finish and mantel, the tapestry- :
type wall hangings, and the wall lathe and plasier revealed certain aspests -
of the originsl construction. The two interior partitions were built of

brick, the north one of which was interlaced with studding in the form of
half-timber work. The outside brick walls were lindlwith rough beards,

Plagster wes applied directly to the brick on the partitions and 1o laths :
nailed to the boarding on the oubside walls. The ox 1g1nal fireplace had been'
entirely yeconsiructed and no clue remained as to its original status, lne S
wall hangings had been attached to cleais,nailed to the plaster, and had .-

been 1lifted from time to time for the LDSL&ll?LlOH of gas pipeg and elecbrzc'”
cable between the cleats. In the reconstruction w rk the walls were recovered
with plaster, aid on wire laths. ' ' '

In planning the restorztion the original wood debails of the parlor wainseot -
and door and window trim were closely followed. The former fireplaceé, with

ite yellow marble facing and hearth, was retained and a wood manitel built
around it in adaptation of the work of Samuel McIntire of Salem. Thig-was
surmouwitbed Oy an overmantel with carved mouldlngs to frame a pordrait. The :
original moulded plaster cornice and the original wood floor boards were pre--
gserved. The mahogany doors and window shulters were retvained, bul. a gédétion. -
of louvreg in each set of shutters was replaced by = panel. ”hc doorways were7"
crowned with caps, decorated in flat relief, originally over doors in the cea~
tral hall. The Victorian electric wall brac;ets were replaced by f;xtuxe§ i
furnished by Edward F. Caldwell of New York. LT T ey




THOMAS P, IVES HOUSE
HABS No. RI-235 (Page 5)

The wood finish was painted white, except for the mahogany f£inish
of the doors, window stools and wainscol cap. The floors were given
a natural finish and the plaster walls were painted a dark blue-gray.

The outward aspect of the original house is practically unchanged after
standing nearly a century and a half, and the additions are in ar-
chitectural conformity. The same may be said of the interior finish
with the single exception of the library where the rather extravagant
Victorian style provides a sharp, but not inharmonious, conirast with
the simpler motives of the other rooms. In many respects the Thomes
Poynton Ives house i1s the finest exemple of the Early HRepublican period
of architecture in Providence.

PART I CHITECT INF ION

A. General Statement

1. Architectural character: "The plain wall surfaces and
skillful disposition of the openings give the house a sophistication
rare in Rhode Island in an era of often vulgar ostentation.” Hiteheocek,

Rhode Island Architecture, p. 32,
2. Condition of fabric: Excellent.
B. Technical Description of Exterior

1. Overall dimensions: Sguare main block, 55! x 577, five-
bay facade facing south, three stories high, with a curved bay on
the east side approximately semicircular in plan with a 107 radius;
rear service wing at the west corner of the north side of the house
added 1884.

2. Foundations: Regular ashlar granite, large blocks.

3. Wall construction; Brick, laid in Flemish bond.

4. Porches: SemiciYoular entrance porch, original or an
early addition, similar to porches by Samuel McIntire of Salem, &lender
fluted Tonic columns, full entablature with modillion cornlce and
_balustrade

5., Chimmeys: Four original brick chlmneys three in outside
walls, one 1nterlor chimney

6, OpenlngS:
a,: Doors and doorways: Paneled door, 31de lights and

elllptlcal top llghﬁ with elaborate mulllons, elaborate doorway with
_ colonettes, pllasters and carved trim. :
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b. Windows and shutters: Double hung windows; six light .

sash, louvered shutters, marble sills and splayed marble lintels.

7. Roof:
a, Shape.Low piftched hip roof.
b. Oornice: Modillion cornice with balustrade.
c. Dormers: Segmental roofed attic dormers.

C. Technical Desgeription of Interior

1. Floor plans: Central hall plan, hall 10' wide, with
small entrance vestibule, and small separated rear hallway 10! x 10!
leading to porch along east side of later rear wing; parlor at the
front right (southeast)}, 20' x 22'; library behind the parlor with
circular bay at the east, 18' x 28'; smoking room behind the Llibrary
at the right rear (northeast), 13' x 20'; dining room at the left
front (southwest), 20! x 28'; pantry behind the dining room leading
to kiitchen at left rear of main block, 16" x 20!'; servants' siiting
room, 12' x 15'; service stalrway and service rooms in the resr wing.
Bedrooms on second and third floors in similar arrangement.

2. Stairways: Stairway at rear of central hall, open well
to third floor, starts with a straight run and curves in U-shape io
second floor, free-standing curved stairway to third floor. Open
gstring, slender rectangular balusters, molded rall, carved step end
ornements.

3. Flooring: WVide board floors.

4. Weall and ceiling finish: Plaster, wainscot in some rooms;
later paneling in library. . o

5, Doors and doorways: Paneled mshogany doors; crossetted,
double molded architraves on principal doorways.

6. Mrim: Elaborate ¢eiling cornices, of plaster.

7. Hardware: Butt hinges, silver hardware in principal
locations.

8, Lighting: Blectric.

9. Heating: Central. Fifeplaces_in many rooms, see supple-
mental material gbove. for notes on later mantels.




THOMAS P, IVES HOUSE :
HABS No. RI-235 (Page 7) =

.' D. Site

1. General setting and orientation: The house feaces
south, at the southwest corner of a very large lot in a residential
gection, garages to the north, gardens to the easgt.

2. Enclosures: Brick, stone, and iron fences.
3. Outbuildings: Stable end coach houses to the north,

now used for garages.

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect
National Park Service
May 1962




